West OS(

WFST PAR NI INF SCHOOI

-

West OS Minicast
Series

EVERYTHING EDUCATION

’ﬁ\
?

W%?!..QS{L._ _

MACBETH -RESOURCE
HIGHER ENGLISH mH[HETH



@ Learning Intentions

To understand how
Macbeth can go from
being a trusted
character to hated!

From hero....to
zero!



Macbeth
Before we start exploring the character of
the murderous King...some interesting facts
about the play.

e The play is believed to be cursed; for this
reason, actors never use the name
Macbeth, instead calling it the ‘Scottish

play’.

e The play was written to please the King of
Britain at that time, King James | of
England and IV of Scotland. He was very
interested in witches, writing a book
about them called Daemonologie, so
Shakespeare included witches in his play.
An early and famous case of sucking up
to the boss!

It is the only Shakespeare play which
mentions a rhinoceros.
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Macbeth, as a character, is very interesting as we
have a front row seat to a man ruining his own life.
Macbeth could be seen as a classic ‘Tragic Hero’.
This might be something you have covered in class,
but it won’t hurt to have a little reminder. The
‘Tragic Hero’ is a character who is essentially a
good person, an important person.

Then through a flaw in their character - it could be
greed, lust, jealousy - begins to behave badly, and
ultimately contributes to their own downfall in

society which almost always leads to the
character’s death. Macbeth is a perfect example of

this - a respected and loved soldier who, through
his ambition, ruins his own life and ultimately loses
that life. Let’s look at this epic downfall in more

detail.




Let’s think and make some
study notes:

You may have listened to the

podcast first or you might use

this after the podcast- this is
totally up to you.

The comments below are made
by the Captain and the King.
What do they prove about their
views towards Macbeth?
Listen to the podcast for help
with this

“Brave Machbheth” to which the
King responds with “Oh valiant
cousin, worthy gentleman?”.
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What does this comment from the
Captain prove about Macbheth and his
actions towards his enemies?

“he unseam’d him from the knave to th’
chops and fix'd his head upon our
battlements.”
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“he unseam’d him from the knave to th’ chops
and fix’d his head upon our battlements.”

This is a clear acknowledgement of the utterly
ruthless nature of MacBeth. Macbeth may be
brave, but he is also capable of cutting a man
from the belly button to the neck and then
chopping his head off. So, not a man you
would want to cross.



“ This supernatural soliciting
Cannot be ill, cannot be good: if ill,
Why hath it given me earnest of success,
Commencing in a truth? | am thane of

Cawdor:

If good, why do I yield to that suggestion
Whose horrid image doth unfix my hair
And make my seated heart knock at my

ribs,
Against the use of nature?”

What is What is
Macbeth Macbeth'’s
debating burning

here? ambition?




What is What is
Macbeth Macbeth’s
debating burning

here? ambition?

Macbeth is reflecting on
good versus evil
He Is considering the
words of the witches
His fatal flaw iIs his
burning ambition to kill
Duncan




By Act | Sc VII, we see Macheth at a turning
point. Duncan is an honoured guest at Macbeth’s
castle and Lady Macbeth makes it clear that
Duncan will never leave the castle alive. He
weighs up the options and decides that Duncan is
too good, too loved, and too kind to meet his
death at Macbeth’s hands. Macheth almost pulls
himself back from the edge of his downfall when,
in the face of Lady Macbheth’s desperation to Kill
Duncan and take what they want, Macbeth
changes his mind. “We will proceed no further in
this business.

However- who and what changes his mind? Listen to
the podcast again to see who?

How do they do this?




~ “Is this a dagger,
- which | see before |
-~ me. The handle
s Jgtoward my hand?”
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This comment from Macbeth
happens at one of the most pivotal
points Iin the play.

What does this convey about his
inner thoughts and feelings?
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- “Is this a dagger

- which | see before
= me. The handle ‘
Y ;__;I_I@toward my hand?” ||

e The murder is now taking a massive toll on
Macbeth
e« His fear, guilt and indecision has caused
this.
e His reaction to the murder is dramatic and
he is engulfed in a daze like state.
. He hears voices
e He desperately wants to erase all trace of
blood on him

He knows he has done wrong and is on
the path to self destruction



Key quotes for further
study

Listen to the podcast and
make notes to help with
analysis

If’s be so, for
Banquo’s issue “Be innocent

have | fil’d my of the
mind; For them knowledge
. ]
the gracious dearest chuck,

Duncan have | )
murther’'d; put til thou
rancours in my
peace, only for
them.”

applaud the
deed.”

Thou cans’t

not say | did it.
Never shake

thy gory locks

at me.”

“full of
scorpions”




ocean wash

Will all great
Neptune’s

blood clean
from my hand?”

The castle of
Macduff I will
surprise; Sieze
upon Fife; give to
th’edge o’
th’sword his wife,
his babes, and all
unfortunate souls
that trace him in
his line.”

this
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The castle of
Macduff | will
surprise; Sieze
upon Fife; give to
th’edge o’
th’sword his wife,
his babes, and all
unfortunate souls
that trace him in
his line.”

The mind |
sway by, and
the heart |
bear, shall
hever sag with
doubt nor
shake with
fear.””




PODCAST

Listen to the podcast again and make key
notes on how Macbeth’s demise
transpires.

Think about your own opinion.
How do you feel?

What is the playwright teaching you
through this story?



