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Attendance Using Data 
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Supporting attendance- percentages can be misleading...

Percentage Number of days missed Comment

100% 0 Gives a learner the best chance of success.

> 95% 9 days Gives a learner the best chance of success.
Scottish national averages 

> 90 % 19 days Less chance of success due to poor attendance. 
Learners could drop a whole grade in secondary school.

> 85% 27 days Serious implications on learning and progress.

> 80% More than 36 days Serious implications on learning and progress.

18/19 20/21*
All schools 93.2 91.4
Secondary 86.7 83.2
Primary 86.7 83.2
Special 89.2 86.5
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Different types of data

Qualitative

Deals with descriptions, 
stories, opinions and 
observations

Data is less frequently 
thought of as measured.

Quantitative

Deals with numbers
Data which can be measured
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Intersecting measures of data

Demographics

Perceptions

Outputs/achievement

progress

Inputs/ 
school 

processes
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9&10
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AverageSIMD 9&10
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Average



For Scotland's learners, with Scotland's educators
Do luchd-ionnsachaidh na h-Alba, le luchd-foghlaim Alba

% Attendance No of Pupils

0% 0

1% - 10% 1

11% - 20% 0

21% - 30% 10

31% - 40% 1

41% - 50% 6

51% - 60% 11

61% - 70% 14

71% - 80% 31

81% - 90% 102

91% - 100% 514

“Attendance Works defines chronic absence as missing 10 percent or more days of school for any reason—meaning an excused or 

unexcused absence. That is as few as two days per month! ”
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When patterns? 

Holiday Wind Down

Trending up? Trending down? 
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Peeling the onion of attendance data?

S2 pupils 

SIMD 

Care Experience

Not ‘on track’

Teacher Observation

Don’t feel they belong
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Attendance and Engagement?
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Mobilising the data 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjl4678htnKAhWGvhQKHRFhDTgQjRwIBw&url=http://underthemagtree.com/2014/02/14/messaging-answer-the-so-what-question/&bvm=bv.113034660,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNFU-97UcxpaokafwpQOpky_dD20jg&ust=1454501604359032
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For Scotland's learners, with Scotland's educators

Activity rich or impact rich ? 
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Challenge questions


